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We veſiris conjugibus ac , 
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ac focis, "de fanis ac templis, de imperio, de 1 
Tibertate, de ſalute patriæ, deque nie republics © 
 decernite diligenter ac fortiter, +CicERo, ..» 
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N, the preſent ſituation of public af- 


fairs, it is the intereſt, as well as duty 
of every Briton, to exert his talents, and 
to employ. to the utmoſt; his abilities, 


in the ſervice of his country. A combi- 
nation of powerful enemies threatens the 


ſtate from without; and a rebellion, as 
unprovoked in its origin, as it has been 
extenſive and ruinous in its progreſs, rages 
within our dominions. The dangers 


exiſting, as well as thoſe in proſpect, are 


ſo great, that nothing but the united 
| A3 force 4 


force of hands and hearts, can diſſipate 
the firſt or prevent the ſecond. If, in 
this alarming criſis, we fit down inactive 

and negligent, divided by faction, and 
careleſs of public ſafety, we neither de- 
| ſerve to enjoy, nor can poſſibly ſecure 
thoſe great and ſingular political advan- 
tages, which ennoble, as it were, this happy 
conititution, beyond any other, on the 
face of the earth. | 


The love a one's country, which 
glows in every generous breaſt, is a paſ- 
fion as laudable in itſelf, as it 1s beneficial 
in its conſequences. Is there any ſub- 
ject, in the Britiſh iſles, ſo blind to his 
ovyn intereſt, ſo abject i in his nature, ſo 
depraved by his paſſions, as to diſregard 
thoſe invaluable bleflings, whoſe founda- 
tion our anceſtors have laid in their own 
blood? Is there any one, whoſe affec- 
tion for our excellent conſtitution, does 
not increaſe, in proportion to its danger? 
Is there any man 2 poſſeſſed of common 

prudence, 
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prudence, or nid wich - a Ken of 
honour, who is not ready to ſtand forth 


the champion of his native country, when 


ſhe is threatened with nothing leſs than 
a deprivation of her independence, as a 
great and free ſtate? 


Every generous, every honeſt, every 
virtuous mind will, I truſt, give the pro- 
per anſwer to theſe queries. Warmed 


with ſentiments, which I am neither 


aſhamed to avow, nor afraid to ſupport, 


I will uſe the freedom to ſay a few words 
to my countrymen. As the intereſts of 


all are concerned, my exhortations ſhall 


be directed to all. But, as motives may 


be different, though the object is the 
ſame, I ſhall addreſs myſelf ſeparately to 
the Gentlemen and Commonalty, thoſe 
two orders into which the people are 


uſually divided. 


\ 


The property which you, GenTLe- 
MEN, Polleſs in the kingdom, has con- 
nected 


nected your private intereſt, in a pecu- 
har manner, wich the public proſperity. 


The arms which the enemy raiſes againft 


your country, are pointed at your breaſts ; 
and /he cannot fall without involving you 


in her ruin. As your fate reſts on her 


independence, ſo the exiſtence of that 


independence can only be ſecured by your 


exertions. The rank you hold, the 


wealth you poſſeſs, the eſteem due to 


your own characters, the reſpect paid to 
the memory of your forefathers, have 
turned the eyes of the lower claſſes of 
mankind to your conduct. They look 


up to you as their only guides in political 
. 4 and the influence of your ex- 


ample is the ſtandard, by which they 


meaſure the duty which they owe to the 


State. Vou are, therefore, pledged to 


your country, not only for yourſelves, 
but for the inferior ranks of the people; 


as the populace of every nation always 
act, under the impreſſions given to their 
minds, by their leaders. 


To 


Tr 


To you, GENTLEMEN, it will be un- 
neceſſary to expatiate upon thoſe motives 


which ſhould direct your actions on the 


preſent occaſion. The advantages of our 


_ conſtitution, in church and ſtate, you 
have all experienced. The diſadvantages | 
of the political and religious ſyſtems of -- 


other. countries, -moſt of you have ſeen 


with your own eyes, or have learnt from 


your reading. As no compariſon can 


- exiſt between the civil regulations of 


Great Britain, and thoſe of hes enemies, 


ſo no argument is neceſſary to animate 


you, in the ſupport of the former againſt 


the eſtabliſhment of the latter. Liberty 
and ſlavery are placed in ſuch diſtant and 

oppoſite extremes, that no middle courſe 
can be taken with any ſafety between 
them; and he that will not fight, and 


even die, rather than part with the firſt, 


ſcarce deſerves a wretched exiſtence under 


the ſecond. - The line of prudence has, 


at the preſent crifis, blended itſelf with 


the line of honour. The intereſted paſ- 


B tions. 
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| ſions hold the ſame courſe with thoſe no- 


ble and dipnified feelings of mind, which 


are more requiſite in forming genuine 


gentlemen, than the gifts of fortune. 


In former times, when perils threa- 
tened the kingdom, it was vain, perhaps, 
to hope for unanimity of ſentiment, or 
union of exertion. The prejudices of 
education, a predelection for old forms, 
and a ſpecies of gratitude for favours re- 
ceived by their families, had rendered 
ſeveral GENTLEMEN attached to an exiled 
race of princes. War and invaſion loſt 
their terrors to thoſe who connected the 


completion of their own wiſhes with the 


ſucceſs of the enemy. But what paſſion | 
of intereſt, what prejudice of mind, what 


blind principle of policy, can be gratified 


by any ſuperiority to be gained at preſent 
by foreign arms? The ſuperannuated 
claims of the dethroned family have long 
ſince expired; and they themſelves, juſt 
arrived on the brink of extinction, have 

the 


the mortification to find that they are no 
longer thought worthy of being even 
made the tools of France and Spain. 


If old principles have loſt that force 
which created diſunion in times of dan- 
ger, ſo no new prejudices ought to ac- 
quire ſtrength ſufficient to fruſtrate or 
defeat thoſe exertions which every in- 
dividual owes to the public in the pre- 
ſent emergency. A diſappointment in 
| the line of ambition, a failure in the 
proſpect of profit, can never outweigh 
that inherent and ardent affection which 
generous minds cheriſh for their coun- 
try. A man of prudence will not facri- 
fice the tate to the reſentment he may 
have entertained againſt a miniſter. A 
man of honour will expel from his 
breaſt that pitiful, yet deſtructive, re- 
venge, which cannot wound his political 
enemy but through the ſides of the con- 
ſtitution. Speculative diſputes i in parlia- 
ment, contentions for places of emolu- 
| B 2 ment 
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engaged the feelings and inflamed the 
minds of men. But when our general 
Parent calls to all her children, in her diſ- 
treſs, the ſelfiſh paſſions muſt ſhrink at 
her voice, and give room to thoſe ele- 
vated ſentiments, which a true love of 
our country never fails to inſpire. 


Nations and empires, like the fortunes 


of individuals, have been always ſubject | 


to viciſſitudes and changes. But what 


has been frequently aſcribed to a natural 


inconſtancy in human affairs, may too 


often be laid to the account of national 

negligence. That liſtleſs inaCtivity, and 
that criminal. ſelfiſhneſs, which are the 
conſtant companions of public proſperity, 


not only prevent men from preparing 
againſt adverſity, but render them inca- 
pable of bearing it with becoming forti- 
tude, when it comes. Thoſe who depreſs 
the minds of the people with dire fore- 
bodings of future diſaſters, are as much 


ment or dignity, have, in every age, 


the 
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the enemies of their country, as thoſe 

who tie up her hands from motives of . 
| 416 x 3 

faction. You, Gentlemen, have it in 


your power to provide againſt the miſ- 


chiefs ſpringing from both, by ſtigma- 
tizing the former with contempt, and 
the latter with infamy. The coward 
and the traitor are characters which ought 
to be expelled from your fociety, as un- 
worthy of the company. of Gentlemen., 
Your branding them with infamy will have 


more weight in terrifying or reclaiming 


them, than all the exertions of juſtice 


and puniſhments inflicted by the laws. 


But though the preſent alarms are 


| magnified by the fears of the timid, and 
the wickedneſs of the factious, they cer- 
tainly exiſt, in a degree that ſhould oc- 
cupy your whole attention, and call forth 


all your exertions. - The danger, though 


not inſurmountable, is too great to be 


deſpiſed. The coaſts of our enemies are 


crowded with armies ; and our -own are 


threatened 


( 14 ] 
threatened with numerous and powerful 
fleets of ſhips of war. A reverſe of for- 
tune ſeems to impend over the kingdom ; 
and the diſorders of war, invaſion, and 
bloodſhed, if not prevented by the una- 
nimity and ſpirit of this great nation, are 
near. Our conſtitution may 'be ruined; 
our national religion be changed into 
pageantry, ſuperſtition, and pious frauds. 
Our enemies ſeem determined not only 
to humble, but to extinguiſh our power; 
and the language of their preſumption 
and vanity even extends to abſolute con- 


| queſt. 


Can you, GENTLEMEN, hear ſuch 

things without indignation ? Can you 
perceive the approach of the ſtorm, and 
not endeavour to prevent it from falling? 
This is the time for public ſpirit, this 

the hour for public exertion. Convince 
the world that your love for your country 
is an active principle, not a cold and ſpe- 
culative virtue; that it has an influence 

| on 
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on your minds, and animates your ac- 


tions. When our country is in danger, 


what hand can refuſe to draw the ſword 
for her defence, or to open the purſe. 
for her ſupport? With the independence. 


of the ſtate, every thing that is dear to 
an independent mind expires. Will you, 


Scan you, who have always been free, 


ſubmit to the tyranny of ſlaves? Shall 
men nurſed in the boſom of liberty, kiſs 


the rod of oppreſſion? Has the ſpirit 


tranſmitted by our anceſtors degenerat- 
ed? Has their blood become cold in our 


- veins? Are we fallen © into thoſe dregs 
* of times, that we dare not aſſert the 
_ cauſe of juſtice and our country, and 
join in the defence of its independence, 


its religion, and its laws? 


No, Gentlemen, I have no fears upon 
that head. The example of your an- 


ceſtors, that gallant race, who chaſtiſed 


foreign enemies, and ſecured domeſtic 


freedom, is before you; and directs you, 
like 
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like a beacon, through the courſe, which 

Ws * Intereſt and honour bid you to purſue. Let 

| not the noble legacy of national dignity, 
independence, and liberty, which they 
left you, be wreſted from your hands by 
the ſlaves of deſpotiſm and arbitrary 
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power. Let the fire which kindled their ; 
boſoms, in the purſuit of national bleſ- f 
ſings, ſtill burn in your breaſts, to pre- ; 
ſerve thoſe bleſſings to yourſelves and to g 
your country. Let not poſterity owe leſs 7 
to you, than you have been indebted to ; 
your forefathers. Tranſmit to your ; 
children the facred truſt, which your , 
anceſtors placed in your hands. You } 


have only the right of enjoying during. 

your own lives, that noble eſtate of free- 

dom which has deſcended to you from 

your predeceſſors. You have no right to 

alienate it, no pretence to permit it to 

be forced from your hands. Your- chil- 

dren demand what your fathers left; and 

1 you are obliged by every tie which binds 


1 the brave, the generous, the honourable, 
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to ſatisfy their ne in its utmoſt ex- 
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e Gas TEEM EN, before your eyes 


the advantage, the honour of exhibiting 


a proper ſpirit upon this occaſion. Ne- 


flect upon the misfortune and diſgrace 


which muſt attend a liſtleſs inaRivity: i in 


this time of public peril. Conſider that 
the fate of this kingdom is, at this mo- 
ment, in your hands. Should the con- 
ſtitution be overthrown, neither you nor 
your families can ſtand. A new race will 
ariſe in your place. Aliens will poſſeſs 
your fortunes, divide your eſtates, and. 
riot on your wealth. He that retains a 
wretched exiftence in ſuch a caſe, only 
| reſerves it as a prey to infamy and re- 
morſe. Diſgrace will attend the timid 
throughout life. Reproach will for ever 5 
ſit brooding upon the tombs of thoſe who 

betray, becauſe they aid not, their coun- 


try, in her diſtreſs. Their very enemies 


will abhor ſuch pufillanimous wretches, 
gy» as. 


[18] 


as give an eaſy conqueſt to their arms. 
All good men vill deteſt and ſhun them, 
the bad will deride them; and genera- 
tions yet unborn will curſe them to the 
lateſt . 


Is it poſſible, Gentlemen, that you 


will tamely ſuffer your country to be 
inſulted, invaded, and, perhaps, con- 
quered by an enemy, who has always, 


and that very lately, trembled at your 


arms? Shades of our illuſtrious ' an- 
ceſtors, turn not away, with indignation, 
from your degenerate race! Did you for 


this, ye Edwards and ye Henries, con- 
quer at Poictiers and Creſly, and ſtain 


the plains of Agincourt, with the beſt 
| blood of France? Is all the glory, 


bought with ſo much valour and toil, in 


the fields of Blenheim, Oudenard, and 
Malplaquet forgotten? Where now are 
the laurels, acquired, in every quarter of 


the world, in the laſt ſucceſsful war? 


| Are the ſons of thoſe, who defeated and 
ruined 
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ruined ihe formidable: Armada; to be 
inſulted with impunity, by the navy of 
France and Spain? Are thoſe very men, 


who deſtroyed the fleet of Conflans, in 


1759, to give up, in 1779, the palm of 
victory to the Count d'Orvilliers. No, 


GENTIEMEN, the thing is impoſſible. 


I think I ſee indignation flaſhing from 


your eyes; at even the ſuppoſition of 
ſuch diſgrace! Exert then your power, 
your influence, your talents, vie with one 
another; in the honourable conteſt, wha 
ſhall do moſt for his country in her 


diſtreſs. Let public danger extinguiſh 
the unworthy flame of private animoſity. 
Let quarrels between individuals give 


way to reſentment againſt the common 
enemy. Let every man, who wiſhes to 


fevenge himſelf on his political enemy, 


endeavour to do it, by eclipling the re- 


putation of thoſe whom he hates, by the 
e of his own zeal for his 
country. 
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Permit me, my countrymen of the 
lower claſs, to direct to you the con- 
cluding part of this addreſs. The ar- 
guments already uſed ought to ſtimulate 
you to the duties, which you owe to 
your country. The calamities, which 
may fall upon the nation, will involve 
you, as well as thoſe of ſuperior ſtations. 
A decay of commerce, a ſcarcity of the 
neceſſaries, as well as of the comforts of 
life, would certainly follow the fall of 
the conſtitution. The gloomy tyranny, 
which has ſpread diſtreſs and poverty 
over your neighbours on the continent, 
would be extended inevitably to you, by 
a conqueſt. Your time, your ſervice, 
and your perſons would become the pro- 

perty of the victors. They would make 
you «© hewers of wood, and drawers of 
% water;” the mere ſlaves of their inſo- 
lence and pleaſure. Thoſe French man- 
ners, Which you now ridicule and 
. deſpiſe, would be forced upon you; 
and the old, manly, Britiſh cuſtoms, 
| would 


1 2x { 

would be not only 6 * but annihi- 

dated. BUY enn SFr 50d 

5 Von 3 are the Commons of. Great Bri- 

tain ; and an effential part of its con- 
ſtitution. ,You fit, by your repreſenta- 
tives, in parliament. You tax your- 
ſelves ; you have a ſhare in making thoſe 
laws, by which you are governed. You 


are, by an hereditary right, your own = 
maſters. There is not one among you, 1 


but may [raiſe himſelf by induſtry, by 
| honeſty, by valour, to a conſpicuous rank, 
among his countrymen, Will you, 
therefore, fit ſtill, and permit our con- 
ſtitution to be ruined ; our Britiſh acts of 
parliament to give way to French edicts; 5 
and yourſel ves to exchange the rights of 
domeſtic freedom, for the * or fo 

reign flavery ? 
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No, my countrymen, we muſt not 
think ſo unworthily of the commons of” 
England. Your anceſtors dared to be 


* 
— 


free; 


1 1 | 


free; and you, 1 truſt; dare nor to permit 
yourſelves to be made ſlaves. You ko 

your enemies. You have often met them; 
by ſea and land ; and met them; only to 


make them fly. Are thoſe; whom you 


have often ſubdued, become, all on a' 
ſudden, invincible? Is it not more pro- 
bable, that it is their national preſump- 
tion and not their natural courage, urges 
them on, in the preſent emergency? 
Shew - yourſelves, therefore, what you 

have always been; and they will recollect 
their former conquerors: Aſſert the cauſe 


of liberty and of your country, for it is 


your, own cauſe. Cheriſh harmony, en- 
courage unanimity, deſpiſe the inſinua- 
tions of the timid; be not diſturbed at 
the ſuggeſtions of party. All oppoſi- 
tion from your enemies will vaniſh before 
your courage. The fears of the people 


will be ſoon. diſſipated ; and our national | 


_ glory will riſe in pennen to our pre- 
fent Ws... 7 = * * DN 


